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= the days of theſe kingh the God of hea- 
ven will ſet up a kingdom, which ſhall ne- 
ver be deftroyed; and the kingdom ſhall 
not be left to other people, but it ſhall. 
| break in pieces, and conſume all theſe kings 
doms, and it hall ſtand for ever. | 


ERE there no other argument ta 
convince us, that there is a power ſu- 
preme, which orders the affairs of 
this lower world, than the ſurprizing 


changes and alterations which are made in ſtates 
and kingdoms, theſe alone might ſatisfy us, that 


there is a God, who does according to his will, 


among, the inhabitants of the carth, whoſe hand 


none can ſtay, and to whom none has 4 right to 


oy what doſt thou? This mighty Potentate f 


anges times and ſeaſons, ſets up one, and pulls 


down another; and maniteſts, that the moſt pow- 
_ erful monarchs are but as graſhoppers before him, 
| Tho! we may not be able to unravel all the wind- 
ing mazes wok 1 yet if we conſider, that 


the King o 


ings is infinite in knowledge, we 


ought to conclude him to have wiſe deligns in 
view, in all the revolutions he brings about in the 
kingdoms here below. The oracles of truth af 
| ſure us, that all theſe changes are order'd for the 
_ advancement of the kingdom of Chriſt, which 
zs univerſal and everlaſting, and for the introducing 5 
a more viſible diſplay of it on earth. The king- 
dom of Chriſt Mediator is an everlaſting kingdom, 
: and his dominion is rom nne to generation z 5 


and 


6 


A StxMon PrtAchn'd 


and tho' the beſt ſettled monarchies here muſt - 


have a period, it will not be ſo with this King eter- 
nal, for he muſt reign for ever and-ever, and all 
his enemies mult be put under his feet. 


In this chapter we have an account, how Ne- 


buchadnezzar king of Babylon had a dream, 


which greatly diſturb'd him, and the more, be- 


cauſe he did not diſtinctly remember it: we are 
not to ſuppoſe that he had entirely and utterly 


forgot his dream, for then he would not have 


been fo uneaſy, and would not have known when 


it was rightly told him; but it is likely, he had a 
confuſed remembrance of ſome remarkable cir- 


cumſtances in it, which made him the more eager 


to know the whole, as well as to have it inter- 

preted to him. On this he had recourſe to the 
wile men of Babylon, who perhaps could have 
| framed ſome interpretation or other, had the king 


been able to have told his dream diſtinctly; but 


ſeeing he could not do this, the matter was above 
their reach; and as by this means ny increaſed = 
oma 


| his perplexity, fo he was provoked 


order their ſpeedy execution, as cheats and im- 
poſtors. What theſe jugglers could not reach, 
the great revealer of ſecrets made known to the 
prophet Daniel, who related it to the king in the 
following words; “ Thou, O king, ſaweſt, and 
behold a great image; this great image, whoſe 
brightneſs was excellent, ſtood before thee, and 
its form was terrible; this image's head was of 


fine gold, its breaſt and arms were of filver, its 
belly and thighs of braſs, its legs of iron, and its 


feet partly iron and partly clay; thou ſaweſt till 
| a ſtone was cut out without hands, which ſtruck 

the image upon its feet of iron and clay, and 

broke them to pieces; then was the iron, rhe clay, 
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the braſs, the ſilver and the gold broke to pieces, 
and they became like the chaff of the ſummer- 
threſhing-floors, and the wind carried them away, 
that no place was found for them, and the ſtone 
that ſtruck the image became a great mountain, 
and filled rhe whole carth.” This the prophet“ 
interpreted of the four great monarchies, which 


were to ſuceęed each other, and of rhe kingdom 


of Chriſt, which was to be erected on their ru- 
ins. The head of gold denoted the Babyloniſh, or 
Aſſyrian monarchy, which was at that time in its 


glory; the ſilver arms and breaſt were an emblem 
of the * of the Medes and Perſians; the 
1 


braſs belly and thighs repreſented the Greek or 


Macedonian kingdom; and the iron legs ſhadow- 
ed out the Roman empire in its ſtrength, as the 
feet, made up of iron and clay, did the ſhatter'd 
Condition in which it was for a long time, and 
the remains of it, which continue to this day: 
In the days of theſe kings, before this fourth mo- 
narchy is entirely ended, a kingdom is to be ſet 
up, which will never fade away, this is the king- 
dom of Chriſt, which is repreſented by a ſtone 


cut out without hands, which overturns and 


breaks in pieces all other dominion; this ſtone is 
repreſented to be at firſt without art or ornament, 
becauſe when Chriſt appear'd he was without form 
or comelineſs, and becauſe for a long ſeaſon clouds 
and darkneſs have been about his throne, his king- 
dom has not been manifeſted in its utmoſt luſtre, 
Inſtead of that he has been perſecuted in his mem- 
bers; but the time will come, when he will take 
his great power and reign, and will ſubdue all his 
enemies, and make them crouch before him; this 
is repreſented to us in the viſion by the ſtone, after 
it had cruſh'd the image in pieces, growing in- 
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to a great mountain, and over- ſpteading all the 
The ſame thing which was repreſented to king 
Nebuchadnezzar, under the emblem of an image, 
compoſed of different ſorts of metals, was reveal - 
ed afterwards to the ay prophet, who inter- 
prered this dream, in his* viſion of four beaſts , 


the firſt of which, a winged lion, ſhadowed out 
the Babyloniſh power, which was then a little 
upon the decline; rhe ſecond, which was like a 


bear, repreſented the Perſian government; the 


third, a leopard with four heads, denoted Alexan- 


der of Macedon, and the four parts which his 


kingdom was ſplit into upon his death; the 
fourth, which was an unknown beaſt, with iron 
teeth and talons of braſs, was an emblem of the 


Roman power, which ſubdued all the known 


world; by the little horn, which ſprung up, was 
meant the papal power; Chriſt, called one like 
the Son of man, is there repreſented as taking 
rhe kingdom, and deltroying all his enemies. So 
that the reſult of both viſions is this, that the 
greateſt monarchies here on earth are liable to 
changes and diſſolutions, whereas the kingdom of 
Chriit ſhall never be diflolved, but ſhall ſtand, 
when it ſhall only be remember d, that other king- 


doms have been. 


I. The ſtrongeſt and beſt ſettled monarchies 
and governments in the world are ſubject to great 
changes, liable ro ſtrange revolutions, and often 
come to a ſudden and unexpected end. There is 
no age but what gives us the moſt convincing 
proofs of the truth of this: How often have po- 
tentates, who to outward appearance have been 
ſitting firm on their thrones, felt them on a ſud - 
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den totter? and when the crowns of princes have 


all mankind was born to gratify one man's luſt, 
have, without much difficulty, been pull'd from 


found on blood and cruelty, and been forced tolive 
fugitives and vagabonds on the earth, It would be 


endleſs to reckon up the empires and governments, 
which have been made as it were the ſport of 
providence, by their ſudden changes and diſſolu- 
tions; bur it will be ſufficient to make a few brief 
remarks on thoſe great monarchics, the ſucceſſion 
of which one to another was emblematically re- 
_ preſented in the king of Babylon's dream. 
Nebuchadnez iar was a prince of great wiſdom, 
courage and conduct, and as he was ordained by 
God to be the inſtrument of hi, vengeance, to pu- 
niſh many nations which had provoked him, his 
arms were followed with amazing ſucceſs, and he 
greatly increaſed the Aſſyian monaicky;. we are 
aſſured from the Scripture, that he ſubdued the 
__ kingdoms of lfrac!, Moab, Ammon, Edom and 
Egypt, and the commonwealth of Tyre, which 
was then the great mart of the world: We are 
told by ſome © ancient writers, that he extendec 
his conqueſts over the greateſt part of Aſia and 
Africa, nay even ſome part of Europe, as Spain, 
which is not entirely void of credit, ſince it is 
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ſeem'd to fir faſt on their heads, how ſuddenly 
have they been rent from their brows? man 
haughty tyrants, who have acted as if each thought. 


thoſe thrones, which they have endeavour'd to 


g a / . © Þo f "2 | P 
r 760 wt 4) F Tp Z2ay L/νοοννν%,σ2a T Horan, nary f9nyno la 


La» 4 + 
; L 


\ 5 \ a / ] \ \ - po - 35S L A 
wig ov, Ane, Aeon; The R xa ener [olcph. Antiguit, 
lib. x. c. 11. p. 460. Hd. Oxon. Vol. I. p. 48. Ed. Amſtel. 

9 J 
ww 


Re | 3 1 N 8 i. . 4 
EtuninroPain | Mit acbiy; = Neatox908 Copy, T' Dog Xo Ao ts *uJn- 


x , OTE, LI ανν ih At © £44 GRAM AK T0 rig 08 pe +) % : 
© Teo gra Hv be Ih + ix Þ Vonping is 39 Ota le, & 
| IIo VT of 675/169 T FN. Strabo lib. Xv. D. 686, 657. Ed. Par, 


Pc Ed. Auiſte.. 


B e noß 


WP 
* 


10 A StRmon PREACH'D 


not improbable he over-run all the ſea coaſt of 
Africa, which was tributary formerly to Egypr, 
and then the paſſage into Spain was very ſhort, tor 
one intent on conqueſt and ſpoil: But however 
this 1s, for certain, by the ſpoils of the countries 
which we arc ſure he ſubdued, he gained ſuch 
immenſe riches, ase enabled him to carry on at Ba- 
| bylon, the ſeat of his empire, works which for 
ſtrength and ſtate were never yet <quall'd, and 


Which are ſo amazing, that the accounts of them 


Will ſcarce gain credit, with ſuch as do not con- 
ſider, that any works (tho' ever ſo great) may be 


carried on, and ſoon perfected, where there is nei- 
ther want of hands nor money. When he came 


to enjoy peace and feſt, his run of conqueſts, and 
his immenſe riches turn'd his head, and he exalted 
f himtclt againſt God in an inſolent manner, but 


the true King of kings changed his note, and 


chequcd his pride, ſending an odd kind of melan- 
cholic diſtiaction upon him, ſo that he left his 
palace, and naked, abandon'd, and forlorn, fre- 


qucented the fields, woods, and other ſolitary abodes 
for a conſiderable time; at laſt his reaſon return 
cd to him, and he bleſsd the moſt High, who 


had in ſuch a terrible manner chaſtiſed him; at 
the lame time he returned to the helm of govern- 
ment, and his majeſty was ſo far from being ſullied, 
that, on the contrary, he having learned humility, 
it ſhincd forth with a greater brightneſs; then he 
Prailed, extolled, and honoured the King of hea- 
ven, all whoſe works are truth, and whole ways 
are righteous, and who is able to abaſe all that 
walk in pride; and in an excellent manifeſto, made 
known to all his ſubjects, the wonders which the 
moſt high God had wrought towards him; after 


© Vid. Beroſum, apud Joſeph. Antiquit. lib, x. ©. 11. p.459. 
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this he had nothing to moleſt him, but having 
reigned above forty ycars, died in full blaze of 

lory. 

The fon 8 of this great man was wholly unlike 
his father, being ah lazy voluptuous prince, ſo that 
he ſoon loſt his crown, and rhe reins of the go- 
vernment were put into the hands of a i ſon-in-law 
of Nebuchadnezzar, who was a wile and able per- 


ſon, who governed but a few years; and his k fon 
being ſoon taken off, the crown was reſtored co 
Belihazzar, the grandſon of the mighty prince 
who raiſed the Babyloniſh power to ſuch a pitch; 
this king, by his ryrannical actions, render'd him- 


ſelf very odious to his own ſubjects, and his neigh- 


bours; which encouraged Cyaxares, or Darius 


king of Media, and Cyrus king of Perſia, princes 


vaſtly inferior to him in power, to invade him; 
after a long and ſucceſs ful war, they fat down be- | 
fore Babylon, the inhabitants of which ! deſpiſed 
them; and there was à great deal of reaſon for 
them to be lifted up, for their walls were of an 
is. Height and thickneſs, being m three hun- 


x Evilmerodach. . * Vid. Berofaine apud Tur eph. 0  Apion. 
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dred and fifty foot high, and eighty ſeven foot 


thick, beſides their being ſecured with a deep and 
broad ditch, full of water; the city was ſixty n 
miles in compaſs; they had a vaſt army within 
their walls, and were ſtored with proviſions for 


twenty years; fo thar tho' their enemies lay be- 


fore the city, they engaged ina luxurious o feſtival, 
in celebrating which the king had the inſolence 
to profane the ſacred veſſels, which his grandfa- 
ther had taken our of the temple of the God of 


hoſts; and no queſtion but this was accompanied 


with blaſphcming that Lord of heaven, in whoſe 
ſervice they had been employed, who manifeſted 


his wrath againſt this infolence, in cauſing a hand 


to appear, and to write upon the wall a declara- 


tion of the impious king's doom; tho' the hand 


was ſeen, the characters were what none preſent 


could read; this greatly frighted the king, and 
cauſed him, upon hearing Daniel's character, to 


ſend for him: he after a grave reproof of the vo- 
luptuous prince, tor his inſolence, read and inter- 


Preted the ſupernatural inſcription, and declared 


Herodotus gives the following account of the bigneſs of _ 


Babylon, and his account ought to be regarded, becauſe he 
was there himſelf whillt the walls ſtood. = 
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There are accounts ſomething different in other authors, but 


all make it very great. 
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to him the meaning of it to be, that the period 
of his kingdom was come, that he was weigh'd 
in the balances of juſtice, and found light, and 


that his dominion was rent from him, and given 


to the Medes and Perſians: Before that very night 
was over the ciiy was taken, and Cyaxares, or Da- 
rius king of Media, with the conſent of his ſon- 


in-law Cyrus, king of Perſia, aſſumed the govern- 


ment, and ſo put an end to the Aſſyrian monar- 
chy. 5 

If ſuch a wonderſul revolution had been brought 
about by a domeſtick conſpiracy, it would not 


have been fo ſtrange; but that in a few hours the 


empire ſhould come into the hands of a foreigner 
is excceding ſurprizing, and we could give no 


account of it, had not hiſtorians afforded us ſome 


light into it; accordingly a judicious author has 


told us, that Cyrus having beſieged Babylon a 


great while to little purpoſe, dug trenches, to 


try it he could turn the water of Euphrates into x 
__ great morals, into which it had formerly been turn- 
ed in order to ſtrengthen its banks, that he night 
(if poſſible) render it fordable, and by that means 


enter the city. When theſe trenches were ready, 


Cyrus ? underſtanding that the Babylonians were 


engag' d 
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engag'd in a feſtival, which they celebrated by 
drinking and carouſing all night, as ſoon as evening 
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approachedg he broke down the heads of the 
trenches next the river, and when he was inform- 
ed the ſtream was funk, he encouraged his men 
to enter the city, whillt in all likelihood the inha- 
bitants were drunk, and in caſe they ſhould take 
the alarm, to fire the houſes, bravely promiſing. 
to lead them on himſelf; entring the city, they 
made a terrible ſlaughter, killing or putting to 
flight all they met. In the mean time ſome noble 
perſons, whom the king by inſufferable injuries 
bad forced to deſert from him, haſten'd with a 
body of troops to the palace, and finding the 
gates ſhur, they fell on the out-guards z this oc- 
caſion'd fo great a noile, that the king order'd the 

gates to be open'd, to know the cauſe of itz on 

This, they ruſhed in with great fury, and ſeeing 

the king with his (word drawn, they kilbd him, 

and made great ſlaughter of his attendants; o 
this, the garriſons of the forts threw down their 
arms, and the whole city was taken. 5 
Another hiſtorian, lomething older, tha' he does 
not often agree with the before mention'd writer, 
yer in the account he gives of Cyrus's taking 
Babylon, he has not differ'd from him, but his 
relation is conſiderably ſhorter, and ke has not told 


ſo many particulars as the former. His narrative 


of this wonderful cataſtrophe is to the following 
purpoſe: 4 Cyrus finding the ſiege of Babylon go 
ep, oboe ah ee Rt. A 
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on ſlowly, broke down the dam which had been 
raiſed, to keep the river Euphrates from running 
into the great morals, and dug new trenches, to 


facilitate the turning the ſtream of the river; hay- 
ing by this means render'd it fordable for foot, 


his men enter'd the city by ſurprize, the inhabi- 
tants being all intent on a feſtival; and when one 


part of the city was taken, thoſe who dwelt in 
other parts of it, by reaſon of its prodigious 
largenels, did not for a conſiderable time know 
any thing of the matter, FORE. 


, Pp; 
_ Theſe relations, as they are a noble and ample 


comment upon the account given by Daniel, ſo 
they contain little but what was predicted by the 
prophet * Jeremiah, in the letter which he ſent to 
the captives in Babylon, by his friend Seraiah : He 
foretold, that in the Babylonians heat God would 


make feaſts, and make them drunk, their princes, 


wile men, captains, rulers, and mighty men, in order 
to their rejoicing and ſleeping a perpetual ſleep ſo as 
not to awake, that a drought ſhould be upon their 
waters, the paſſages ſhould be ſtop'd, and the 
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the glory of kingdoms, an 


of water : 
with the beſom of deſtruction, and ſuffer'd her 
to be no longer call'd the lady of the kingdoms, or 
the queen of nations. ets F 


5 589 — 593, 644 645 Ed. * 8 
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ree Is be burnt with fire; that their ſea and ſprings 
ſhould be dried up, and that one poſt ſhould hur- 
ry after another, to acquaint the king of Babylon 
that the city was taken at one end, 

Thus, to fulfil + Iſaiah's ar agree Babylon, 

i the beauty of the 

Chaldees excellerce, whilſt (he was laying, I 
ſhall be a lady for ever, I ſhall not fit a widow, 


neither thall I know the want of children, in a 
moment, in one day found widowhood and the 
Tofs of children come upon her, in their perfecti- 
on; for when God ſtirred up the Medes and Per- 


ſians againſt her, evil came upon her ſhe knew 


not from whence, miſchict fell upon her which 


ſhe was not able ro put off, and deſolation over 
took her ſuddenly, which ſhe did not expect; eve- 
ry one found in her was thruſt thro', and all who 


 appear'd for her fell by the ſword ; her enemics 
bows daſh'd her young men to pieces, their eyes 
ſpared not, but they cut off from her name and 
remnant, fon and nephew; the country round her 
was made a poſſoſſion for the bittern, and pools 


In ſhort, the Lord of hofls ſwept her 


- The Perſian monarchy, which was erected on 
lhe rains of that of Aſſyria, excecged it in extenc 
of dominion, but was inferior to it, as Daniel pro- 
pheſied it ſhould be, in glory and riches. Indeed 
when that great and excellent prince " Cyrus was 


at the head of it, it every way equalled, if not 


excecded what was before, and his lon, tho' next 


Ila, Kii. 19, 20. ii, 7, 8, 9. xl:15- Tln. zi. Ni. 


16,18. ni 2, 23. Arn. Din n 39. 


Kenophon Cyropacd. Ib. vi. c. 3. 1 — 10. cap, 6. 


$. 10, 11. Vol. I. p. 491: 499, 538, 5,9. Ed. Wells. 
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to mad, did not leſſen the empire, but added 


Egypt to it. Darius, tho' a brave and a wiſe 
prince, exhauſted his treaſures by two ill-concert- 
ed and needleſs expeditions, one into Scythia, 


and Y another into Greece. 'The Perſian empire 


received a greater blow by the raſh and frantic 
expedition of ? Xerxes, his ſucceſſor, into Greece. 
His fon Artaxerxes, the Ahaſuerus in the book of 
_ Eſther, warned by theſe examples, wilely fat down 
contented with what he already poſſeſs'd, as did 
his ſucceſſors moltly z and tho' there were ſome- 


times civil convulſions in the kingdom, yet the 
laſt king, Darius Codomannus, had vaſt treaſures, 

and numerous armies, and nothing conſiderable 
had been diſmembred from the empire, from the 


time of 1ts founder Cyrus. 


prod of the power and ſovereignty of the molt 
HH 


High, in pulling down kingdoms at his pleaſure. 

Nothing is more ſurprizing than the expedition 

of the aforeſaid prince into Perſia; that a raſh 
youth, at the head of a handful of men, {ſhould _ 


ſubdue fo potent a kingdom, is aſtoniſhing. He 


5 having * defeated the Perſians in three battles, all | 
ne raging Beet ol gle 


Vid. Herodot: lib. 11. c. 133. P. 159172. Ed. Gronov. 


Vid. Herodot. lib. rv. 0.8398. p.239—2 53. c. 120-144. 


29 —207. Re „ 
Vid. Herodot. lib. vi. c. 31—117. p. 341-370. 
Vid. Herodot. Lib. vii, viit, ix. Diodor. Sic. Lib. xr. 
Vol. II. p. 1—16, 22—29. Ed. Rhodom. p. 242—2 52, 


257 —261. Edit. Steph. Plutarch. in Themiſtocle, p. 113, 


122. Ed. Francf. in Ariſtide, P. 323-332. _ 


The firſt was at pafling the Granicus: ( id. Diodor. Sic. 


lib. xv41. Vol. II. p. 501, 502. Ed. Hanov. p. 571,572. Ed. 


Steph. Plutarch Alexandro, p. 672, 673. Arran. lib. I. 
| p. 37-48. Ed. Blancard. c. 1417. P- 29—zö6. Ed, Gro- REES 


no 


When matters were thus with this opulent 
kingdom, it was an amazing turn of providence, 
that it ſhould on a ſudden be overturn'd by Alex- 
ander; this, as well as the fall of Babylon, is a 


ebe e ee n | 
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oppoſition fell before him ; he added Greece, Aſia 
the leſs, and the Indies to the Perſian empire; 
the ſwiftneſs of his conqueſts was repreſented to 
the prophet b Daniel in a viſion, by a he-goat ſo 
quick in his motion, that he touched not the 
ground. He ſoon deſtroyed himſelf by his intem- 
perance, and his dominions were divided into four 
© mighty kingdoms; {ome of theſe were ſoon de- 
ſtroyed, and others laſted a long time; yet at 
length they were all ſwallowed up by the pre- 
vailing power of the Romans, who ſubdued all 
the parts of the known world. 

'This mighty empire had avery {mall beginning, 
and its prodigious increaſe ſhews what wondertu! 
things may be done by a people, where a publick 
ſpirit prevails, and where liberty has its feat : The 
Romans, during the time of the commonwealth, 
advanced © their arms over the whole world that 5 
was then known; and tho' ſometimes they met 
with ſtrenuous ie, yet no . tho! 


nov. | Juſtin. lib. x1. c. 6. The een battle Was at the 
ſtreights of Iflus. (Vid. Diodor, Sic. lib. xv 1. p. 512—515• 
al. P. 579, 580. Q Curtius, lib. 111. c. 8—13. p. 103-151 
Edit. Snakenburg. Plutarch. p.67 5, 676, 677. Arrian, lib. 11. 
. 94116. al. c. 7—12. p. 68—82, Juſtin. lib. xi. c. 11) 
The third and the deciſive battle was at a village called Gaug- 55 
mela, a few miles off Arbela. (Vid. Diodor. lib. XVII. p- 
: - 36. al. 592, 593, 504. Q. Curt. lib. iv. c. 12--16- 
p. 25bmm298. Plutarch. p. 681—685. Arrian. lib. III. p 


171 —195. al. c. 8—15. Pp. 114—126. Juſtin. lib. x1. c. 13.) 


in this laſt battle Darius had eleven hundred thoutand men, aud | 
Alexander not more than hity thouſand. - - 
d Dan. viii. 8. ? 
© Cafſander had Macedon and Grave: ; 1 * $ 8 was 
"Thrace, and thoſe parts of Aſia next the ſtreights; Ptolemy 
poſſeſſed himſelf of Egypt, Libya, Arabia, Paleſtine, and Cœla- 
yria; and Seleucus obtain'd Syria, Armenia, Chaldea, Mecia 
; and Perſia. 
' 4 Chiefly by the means of the Scipio? s, Flamininus, 150 tilius, 
the Metellus' 5, 8 * localus, e and "ym 
Cæſit. . | | 
Cc; * . ever 
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ever ſo powerful, could ſtand it our againſt their 
prevailing power. When their liberty was over- 
thrown, and their government was turned into 1 


monarchy by Julius Cæſare and Auguſtus, there 


were no new conqueſts to {peak of made, on- 
ly in ſome parts which had been ſubdued, the 


inhabitants which were rude and uncivilized, 


were much poliſhed; as for inſtance, our coun- 
try, of a wood inhabited by ſavages, was in a few 


years made as wealthy and populous a province, as 


any in the empire. However, the monarchy con- 
tinued in its glory above four hundred years; for 


it was at a very high pitch under I heodoſius the 


great, and tho' it was ſometimes torn by civil di- 
viſions, and its Juſtre eclipſed by worthlels ty- 
_ rants, yet there were not wanting * brave princes 


to retrieve its loſſes; and when great part of it 


had been tor a long time over-run by barbarous 


=. Julius Cafar oo not the firſt which invaded the Roman 
_ Uberty ; it was firſt deftroy'd by Sylla, who uſurp'd the Dicta- 
= zorſhip, and was a more abſolute prince than any of the Em- 


perors; yet he on a ſudden laid down his power, when he 
was in his full glory. He had kept up the form of creating 


Conſuls, and when on the day of election he was choſe to be 
bone, he declined the honour, and appointed others, and then 


to the ſurprize of all gave up the ſupreme power, and offered to 


anſwer for what he had done, to any who would call him to 


zecount; and ſending off his guards, walked about a while as 
a private perſon, and then went home to his houſe, and ſoon 


retired into the country, where having amuſed himſelf for ſome 
time with rural pleaſures, he died in his quiet retreat, and was 


ſumptuouſly interr'd, at the publick charge. (Vid. Appian 4 
bellis civil. lib. 1. p. 415—418. Ed. Steph. p. 55 94 ES: : 
Tolhii.) There hardly could be a more remarkable ſight, than 


& fee the Lord of the greatelt part of the world in a moment, 


_ without any other reaſon than his own inclination, reduce him 


ſelf to the rank of a private perſon. 


Such as Trajan, the two Antonines, Sulpicius Severus, A- . 
lexander Severus, Claudius, Aureclian, Probus, Conſtantine and 


. Theadofiu us. 


nations, 
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nations, it was almoſt 8 reſtored to its ancient ex- 
rent. It cannot be faid ever to haye been totally 
rooted out, for the name, and ſome remains of it 
continue to this day: And as all attempts to ſec 
up a filth monarchy have been unſucceisful, we 
have reaſon trom Scripture to conclude, that be- 
fore this kingdom is entirely ended, the God of 
heaven will ſet up a kingdom that will never be 
deſtroyed, and that the kingdoms of this world 


will become the kingdom of our Lord Jeſus 


Chriſt, whoſe diadem will never be torn away, 


and whoſe ſcepter will never be broke. 


II. When all the empires of this world are 


in a tottering condition, the kingdom of Chritt 
will endure for ever. 85 5 | 
_ Chriſt, as God, is inveſted naturally with a 


dominion over all things in the creation; he 


ipoke, and they were made, and he commanded 
and they ſtood faſt; he alto orders all things, 
and h by him all things conſiſt.“ As he is the 


former of all things, whether in heaven or on 


_ earth, all things rauſt be under his dominion, = 


whether they are the mighty potentates, and glo- 


rious princes of the heavenly world, or whether 
they are the inferior tribes of fleſh and blood. 
This kingly power is eſſential ro Chriſt, as he is 
the God over all; but beſides this, he has a me- 
diatorial kingdom, which is the reward of his 


ſuflerings: He is the ſole King in his church, and 


of the world; his people, whom he makes will- 
ing in the day of his power, he governs by a 
ſcepter of mercy, but his obdurate foes he will 
rule with a rod of iron, and if they fooliſhly 


5 Under Juſtinian, in which wiſe prince, and his brave ge- 


nerals Belifarius and Narſes, the Roman greatueſs had its period. 


ns e 
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ſtand it out againſt him to the laſt, he will daſh 
them to pieces as potters veſſels. 

1. Chriſt could not manage his mediatorial 
kingdom, were he not God as well as man; tho? 
his right ro the mediatorial kingdom comes by 
purchaſe, yet he could not order the concerns of 
it, had he not infinite perfections i. As he is Lord 
of all, he muſt be preſent in all parts of his do- 
minion, and muſt be always with his people, even 
to thek end of the world; but this can never be 
tuppoſed of him, if he is not immenſe. Asthro” 


him all our requeſts muſt be offer'd up to the Fa- 
ther, he muſt hear all rhe prayers of ſuch as come 
to God thro? him, and confequently muſt know 
all things; he only will prelent the prayers of 


faith, periumed with the ſweet incenſe of his 


merits, and never will preſent thoſe requeſts, 


Which hypocrites offer up with feigned lips; if 
fo, he muſt be the ſearcher of hearts, and mult 
know the thoughts, which is a thing out of the 


compals of any but a divine perſon. He muſt 


be inveſted with almighty power, for the carry- 


ing on his work on his own children; more than 


aà created power is requitite, to give them light 


when they fit in darkneſs, to ſubdue thera when 
they are filled with obſtinacy and revellion, ro 
raiſe them out of the grave of corruption, and 


to infuſe into them life, when they are dead in 
treſpaſſes and fins : Divine power 1s neceſſary to 


preſerve them from falling, to enable them to 
hold on their way, to aſſiſt them in reſiſting all 


the oppoſition they meet with from fin, Satan, 


and the world, and to bring them at laſt to the 
realms of joy and peace: Chriſt muſt be like- 
wiſe almighty, to overcome his and our enemies; 


| Gee more on this ſubject in my true Scripture doQrine of. 
che Trinity, Part. 11. e. 10 Þ 490408, Matt. xxvili.20.. 
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he muſt have ſtrength infinitely ſuperior to that 
of the moſt mighty creature, tor his carrying on 
a continued victory over all the powers of dark- 
_ that vainly band againſt him, for his obrain- 
ng this continual conqueſt without the leaſt 
ifficulty, and for his over-ruling all their ma- 
— and often making it, contrary to their inten- 
tions, ſubſervient to his glory, and the good of 
his people; and likewiſe for his cauſing the wrath 
of men to praiſe him, and reſtraining their fury, 
when it is not ſubſervient to his wile deſtgns. 
It muſt be own'd, that God is able to inveſt a 
creature with ſtrength ſufficient to oppoſe and 


overcome all that riſe 7 in rebellion againſt 


their Maker; but if we ſuppoſe the ſtrength of 


this creature limited, tho' he might obtain the 
conqueſt, yet it would be with difficulty, and 
thoſe againſt whom he 1s engaged would ſtrug- 


gle with him, and oppoſe him. Now Chriſt 
carries on all his deſigns in an irreſiſtible manner, 
which argues him to be almighty, and were he 


not ſo, he could not manage the affairs of his me- 
diatorial kingdom. If this be true, as it really is, 


nothing is more frivolous than the pretence of 


the dilpaters of this world, that the doctrine of 

Chriſt's ſupreme divinity is a mere ſpeculative 

point, or a matter of no importance to Chriſti- 
uns; as the deſign of this is, to lull ſuch as love 
_ Chritt aſleep, that thoſe who giieve to ſee his 
glory, may, with Icſs diſturbance, go on in their 
vain oppoſition to it, ſo it wounds a believer's 
peace; tor what can be more puzzling to him, 
than to be left at uncertainties, Whether he, into 


whoſe hands he has committed all his affairs, is 


able to perfect what concerns him, or not? 


2, Tho' Chriſt is fitted to manage the affairs of 


his mediatorial kingdom, as he is God, yet it is 


what the Father, xecarding to the Economy 
e ET. 
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agreed upon between the divine Perſons, raiſed 
him to, as the reward of his ſufferings. On his 


reſurrection he was declared to l be the Son of God 
with power; this the tweet ® Pſalmiſt of Iſrael 
has repreſented to us, or rather the Holy Spirit, 
the God and the rock of Itrac], whoſe word was 
on his tongue. Jehovah ſaid to me, thou art 


my Son, this day have I begotten thee; aſk of 


me, and I will give thee the heathen for thy in- 


heritance, and the uttermoſt parts of the earth. 


for a poſſeſſion; thou ſhalt break them with a rod 
of iron, thou ſhalt daſh them i» pieces like a 


| Potter's veſle].” The fame thing is largely de- 
cClared tous by the apoſtle Paul", in the following 
words: „ Chriſt being in the form of God, 


thought it no robbery to be equal with God, ne- 
vertheleſs he emptied himſelf, and took upon him 
the form of a ſervant, and was made in the like- 
neſs of men, and being found in faſhion as a man, 


he humbled himſelf, and became obedient to 
death, even the death of the croſs; for which 
cauſe God has highly exalred him, and given him 
aa name above every name, that at the name of 
 JFelus every knee ſhould bow, of things in hea- 


ven, and things on carth, and things under the 


earth; and Tag Nes tongue ſhould confeſs, that 


Jetus Chriſt is Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father.” Chriſt e being the Son of God, was 


naturally and neceſſarily equal with God, yet for 
the ſake of the fallen poſterity of Adam, he de- 
ſcended into this lower world, in the fullneſs of 
time; and the manner of his making this merci- 
ful viſit was wonderful; he did not come in the 
pomp of his divinity, or outwardly armed with 


I Rom. i. 4 » pfalm ii. 7, 8, 9. Philip ii. 6-11. 
_ » See Dr. Waterland's ſermons on Chriſt's Divinity, p. 169, 
109, 174-178; and my True Script. Doct. of the Trinity, 
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the terrors of omniporence, but he veil'd his aw- 
ful glories, and ſhrouded his godlike majeſty in 
a tabernacle of fleſh; he did not loſe his cilen- 
tial glory, but conceal'd it, appearing as a mean 
and miſerable man, and under that poor appear- 
ance groan'd, bled, and died on the crols : As 
he was under no neceſſity to have done this, but 
did it out of his free-loye, and good-will to men, 
it pleafed God the Father, after the Son had van- 
quiſhed Death and hell, in the molt ſolemn man- 
ner to proclaim his dignity, and to require angels 
and men, all within the verge of the creation, 
to confeſs him to be Lord and God, to ſtoop to 
his rightcous ſcepter, and to bow down at the 
footſtool of his throne, on pain of being broke 
by the chunder of his 8 and of being for 
ever the unhappy marks of his almighty ven- 
Wie are expressly told by the apoſtle P Paul, 
that one end of Chriſt's ſufferings and exaltation 

was, that he might be univerfal Lord; his words 
are theſe, © For this end Chriſt died, and roſe, 
and revived, that he might be Lord of the dead 
and of the living.” He ſubmitted nor to death, 


that he might lie under the power of itz and he 
made not the grave his abode, that he might ever 
Continue in its gloom; neither did he aſcend into 


heaven, that he might only enjoy eaſe for himſelf, 
but he expoſed himſelf to the ſtroke of the king 
ok rerrors, and went down into the dark caverns 
of the earth, that by riſing from the dead, he 
might ſwallow up death in victory, and might 
| burſt the ſtrong barriers of the grave; and the 
end of his doing this was, that he might aſcend 
into heaven, and take all affairs into his hand, as 
Lord of the dead and the living, that he might 


. 
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reſide as King in his church, and that he might 
ring all thoſe ſheep into his fold, which were 
given him by his Father, who brought him, the 
great ſhepherd of the ſheep, from the dead, thro? 
the blood of the everlaſting covenant. hag 
Chriſt, while he continued in the world, lived 
a life of infamy and reproach; and tho' he went 
about doing acts of kindneſs, yet he met with 


little bur ſcorn and ingratitude, and was treated 


by a baſe and worthleis people, as if he had been 


the vileſt of men; ana when he came to end his 


dolcful days, it was by a death ſhameful and pain- 


ful; the torments of his body, and the agonies of 
his mind were inexpreſſible, and the ignominy he 
ſuffered was exceeding great. As he endured all 
this for fins not his own, it was but juſt and rea- 
ſonable, that he ſhould lift up his head out of the 


grave with honour and dignity, and ſhould be 


_ raiſed far above all principalities and powers; that 
angels, and archangels, and all the hoſt of heaven 
ſhould with pleaſure adore him, on the account 


of his having, by the ſtrength of his divine na- 
ture, perfected the redemption of men, to bring 


about which he ſuffered in the fleſh; and that the 
infernal lords ſhould be forced to crouch before 
him, and be filled with diſmay at the terror of 


his frown. 


3. Chriſt's government is ſupreme, ſpiritual, and 


_ univerſal. 


Chriſt is the ſupreme King in his church; he 
Has no equal, neither will he ſuffer any compe- 
titor, but will, notwithſtanding the uſurpations 
of men, maintain his abſolute power, without a 
rival. The title of King of kings is a title which 


he has often taken to himſelf, in Seripture; and 


when he is deſcribed in the Revelation of John,. 
; gong forth againſt his encmics, dreſſed in war- 
ike pomp, this is the name Which is wrote up- 
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on a his thigh, and his imperial robe, King of kings 
and Lord of lords. As in the work of death 
none ſtood by him, or aſſiſted him, but his own 
ſtrength wrought ſalvation for him, and his own 
power upheld him, ſo he alone will wear the 
plory of his kingdom, and the government muſt 
be laid on no ſhoulder but his, who only is able 


to bear the weight of it, as he is the mighty 


God, and the Prince of peace. As he is King in 


Sion, it is his right to preſcribe to his people the 
rules of worſhip, and conſequently no man has a 
right to make that neceſſary which he has not 
preſcribed; indeed men w iſe iu their own conccits, 
2s the bigots of the church of Rome, may ob- 


trude upon their fellow creatures a yoke of pom- 


pous ceremonies, under pretence of order and de- 

cency; but he ſurely is the beſt judge of order 
and decency, therefore this pretence will not ex- 
cuſe ſuch impoſers from the charge of encroach- 


ing on his royal prerogative, and uſurping his em- 
pire over the conſcience. As all impolers come 
under this charge, fo the ſame indictment may juſt- 


ly be found againſt the advocates for a fallc liber- 
ty, or rather real licentiouſneſs, who are for ma- 
king thole things to be unneceſſary, which he 
has declared to be neceſſary ; and under the pre- 
tence of enlarging the bounds of Chriſt's king- 
dom, are for. robbing Chriſtians of the ſacred 
| treaſure of their moſt holy faith, and taking them 
off from all regard to the great and mytterious 
doctrines of the glorious golpel. Theſe under a 
_ hypocritical pretence of advancing Chriſt's king- 
ſhip, reduce our holy religion to a fort of refined 
Paganiſm, and as they wound Chriſt under a trea- 
cCherous pretence of friendſhip, ſo all their fine words 
concerning his kingly power, and againſt others 


2 Rev, xix. 16. 
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nene ſerve only to put us in mind of their 


predeceſſor Judas, who cried, hail maſter, when he 


was come to betray his Lord into the hand of his 


ENEMIES. . 
There have often appear'd in the world men, 
who ſcem to have a glowing zeal for the ſupre- 


macy of Chriſt, and not to be able, with pati- 


ence, to bear with human impoſitions; but what 


thele deceivers call impoſitions and human inven- 
tions, are the great and important doctrines of 


the goſpel. The ſacred incloſures which theſe 
wild boars of. the. foreſt are for rooting up, have 
really heen placed by Chriſt about his vineyard z 
and it will be found that the Son of man, whom 


God has made ſtrong for himſelf, will preſerve his 


fences againſt all their vain attempts, and will in 
the end cloath them with ſhame, tho' they may 


make eager attempts, and may have the power 


and policy of hell engaged on their fide, They 


who make that unneceſſary, which Chriſt has 


made neceſſary, are as impudent invaders of his 


| prerogative, as the molt rigorous impoſers of 
their own inventions; and unkels they are aſhamed 
of their folly, before it is too late to grow wiſer, 
they will find that the ſame curſe will fall upon 
the daring miſcreants, who preſume to take from 
the book of life, as will overtake the arrogant 


creatures, who venture to add to it. 


The kingdom of Chriſt is a ſpiritual kingdom, 
and as it is ſuch, it is not of this world. Hence 
be himſelf * ſaid; “ My kingdom is not of this 
world.” It is by the truth of his word, and 
the power of his ipirit chat he rules and 233 6 
** 


| by the power of his ſpirit he can confound: ſe- 


ducers, and can pour the oil of gladnefs into the 
 kearts of the inhabitants of Sion. The weapons 
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by which he carries on all his miraculous con- 
queſts are ſpiritual; to this purpoſe ſaid the apo- 
{tle ! Paul, „ che weapons of our warfare are 
not carnal but mighty, thro' God, for the caſting 
down ſttong holds, caſting down imaginations, 
and every high thing that cxalts itſelf againſt che 
knowledge of God, and bringing into captiviry 
every thought to the obedience of Chriſt :” the 
weapons whereby Chriſt caſts down the ſtrong = 
forts and citadels of the devil's kingdom, are not 
\ carnal but ſpiritual; we may then judge whoſe 
kingdom they ſet up, who propagate their opi- 
nions by fire and fapgot, racks and wheels, axes 
and halters. Theſe are not weapons taken out of 


the armoury of Chriſt, but from the devil's ma- 


gazine; and as thoſe who with pleaſure uſe ſuck 
turniture, for the carrying on what they call the 
cCauſe of religion, ſhew themſelves to have hearts 
of flint, and bowels of braſs, ſo they manifeſt, 
that they are utter ſtrangers ro that wiſdom 
which is peaceable and gentle, and entirely unac- 
quainted with the nature of Chriſt's kingdom. 
No perſon has a liberty co infulr, libel, and blat- 
pheme the religion of our Saviour, who is pro- 
tected from wrong by a Chriſtian magiſtracy; for 
in ſo doing he renders himſelf unworthy of pro- 
tection; but it does not belong to the magiſtrate 
to propagate the Chriſtian religion by the word; 
this is to be ſpread by the methods uſed by our 


bDleſled Lord, and the firſt preachers of Chriſtia- 


nity, who traced _ ou . and that is 
by ſound reaſoning, gentle petſuaſion, earneſt 
entreaties, and warm denunciations of the ſpiri- 
tual judgments which will follow a final rejection 
of it: Whereas the hangman's ax and halter have 


no force to work upon the underitanding, the 


21 Cor. x. 4. 5 500 
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fear of them may make men hypocritically pro- 


fels what they do not believe, but it will never 


perſuade them of the truth of Chriſtianity. 
Chriſt's kingdom; as it is ſupreme, ſo it is uni- 
verſal; all perſons, and all things muſt be either 
willingly ſubject to him, or muſt be forced to 
bow before him. Hence he is in Seriprure {tiled 
Lord of all, and Lord over all*. The powers of 
light, the glorious angels who have kept their 
ſtations, own him for their confirming head, and 


with the greateſt chearfulneſs proſtrate them- 
ſelves before his throne, engaging in his ſervice 
with the utmoſt delight; and the princes of dark- 
neſs, though it is with regret, are forced to ſub- 

mit to him; his people, whom he makes willing 
in the day of his power, out of choice ſubmir 


to his ſway, and his enemies will fooner or later 
| fcel the weight of his arm, unleſs they throw 


don the weapons of their fooliſh and rebellious 
warfare at his feet. The potentates of the earth 
are ſometimes apt, vainly to imagine themſelves 
able to break his bands, and are ſo ſanguine, as to 
try to caſt his cords from them; but the exalted 
Saviour, who fits in the heavens, laughs at their 
impotent malice, and has in the utmoſt contempt 
their pride and folly: Such ſinners againſt their 
dcn ſouls had much better hearken to the fol 
lowing good u advice of a mighty and a potent 
prince, who reckoned it his greateſt glory to be 
ſubject to the Meſſiah, who (after the fleſh) was 
do ſpring from him: „Be wite, you kings, be in- 
ſtructed you judges of the earth; ſerve the Lord 
with fear, and rejoice with trembling ; worſhip 
the Son, leſt he be angry, and when his wrath is 
| kindled hut a little, you periſh from the way : 


bleſſed are all they that put cheir truſt in him,” 
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Moſt miſerable will they be, who continue to 
the laſt, enemics to the King of Sion; one frown 
of his angry face will ſend them into thoſe ſeats 
of woe where 1eſt never enters, and hope never 
comes: On the contrary, bleſſed and happy are 
all who put their truſt in this mighty potentate, 


for he will . his power, to ſupport them 


under all the difficulties of life, and to place them 
at laſt fate in the happy manſions of reſt, joy, 


and peace. 


4. Chriſt gave a great diſplay of his kingly 


power in tho firſt propagation of the goſpel, and 
its ſpreading over the world. When he choſe 


apoſtles and diſciples, to propagate his holy doc= 
trines, he fixed not on ſuch as were reckoned the 


wile men of this world, but on thoſe who, to 


an eye of mere reaſon, might have ſeemed the 


unfitteſt perſons he could have pitched upon. He 

committed the preaching of the goſpel not to 
thoſe learned in the Jewiſh law and rites, but to 

a few poor fiſhermen of Galilee, who appear for 
the moſt part to have been men of mean capaci- 

ties, and very low attainments in knowledge, as 
well as of timorons ſpirits; nay none of the apo- 
ſtles, that we know of, had a learned education, 


except Paul, who was a compleat proficient in 


all jewiſh and Greek literature; yet when Chriſt 
bad poured forth the Spirit upon them, theſe once 
unlearned, ignorant, and timorous fiſhermen he- 
came ſons of thunder, to throw down all that 


ſtood in their way, and by their undaunted be- 


haviour, and manly irre ſiſtible eloquence, ſilenced 
or baffled all gainſayers, confounded kings, and 
in defiance of earthly power and force, which 
was all engaged againſt them, ſpread the know- 


* 


| ledge of their riſen Redeemer from ſea to ſea; and 
Without the fear of deaths many, and deaths ter- 


_ Cant 
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Chriſt crucified, filling the world with the know- | 


ledge of him, who tho? he appeared in the form 
of a ſervant, was the God over all bleſſed for 
ever. The firſt ſermon that “ was preached after 
rhe Saviour of the world aſcended, gained three 
_ thoufand converts, and it was preached by one 


who had given ſufficient diſcovery of his very 


great weakneſs, before he was endued with pow- 
er from on high: Before this, Peter's courage * 
could not face a poor maid, but after this he could 


face 7 the Jewiſh council with the courage of a 
lion, and boldly tell them to their faces, that he 

would nor regard the charge they gave him, not 
rd preach Chriſt, ſo that they were ſtruck with 


aſtoniſhment: at his holy boldneſs. As all the diſ- 


Ceiples did, was by the power of their exalted Ma- 
ſter, fo his fabduing to himſelf great part of the 
_ world, by ſuch inſtruments as they were, ſnew'd 


that he was the ſupreme Lord of all, who had 


the; hearts of 5) men in his hand, and could turn 


- 


them like\rivers of water. 


* c 


F. Obriſt bas all along ſhewed his kingly pow- 
er, in gathering in his people, in preſerving his 
church under perſecutions, and continually raiſing 


up witneffes for his truth.» 


Chrift tranſlates his ele& from the power of 
darkneſs intb his own kingdom of light: He 
_ overcomes their ſtubhorn and reſiſting diſpoſition, = 
| Tooting out the enmity of their carnal minds, and 
taking away the hardneis which is naturally in 
their hearts; he 449% 75 them when they are in 


the greateſt bondage, ringin them out of the 
priſon of fin and unbelicf; and he cauſes them to 
ſubmit to his rule, creating in them a willingneſs 


to come under the yoke of his eee when 
| impatient of all 
Ads il. 4 Merk xiv. 666g, Adds iv, 1318. 
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Teftraint. Chriſt rules by his Spirit, and guides 
by his ward thoſe whom he converts, and when 
they eome under the governing influence of his 


kingly power, they teparate trom the common 


courſe af the world, and give themſelves up to 


him, that by his aid and help they may ſhew 


forth the vertues and praiſes of him, who calls 
them to honour and immortality. Chriſt con- 
quers all that are enemies to him, as Mediator, 


and to the grand deſign of his mediation, which 
is the ſalvation of ſinners; all his peoples ene- 
mies muſt fink under his power, that his grace 
may be exalted in their ſalvation: He conquers 


ſin, that it cannot bring eternal death on believers, 
and that it cannot reign over them, to keep them 
in bandage, for as 2 king he deſtroys its enſlaving 


power: He ſubducs Satan, cruſhes him under his 


feet, and diſarms him of his deſtroying power; if 
he ſuffers the devil to tempt his people, it is to 
try them, not that he may prevail over them; 
and if he permits him to diſturb them, by inject- 
ing evil thoughts, he does not leave them with- 
dodut ſufficient ſtrength, to diſapprove, if not at 
once to repel, all the evil thoughts which the 
author of evil ſuggeſts to them. "he laſt ene- 
my which is to be yanquiſhed for Chriſtians is 
death; this enemy is ſubdued by Chriſt, for he 
aas in his keeping the keys of death and the grave, 
he has deprived death of his ſting, and has ſtrip'd 
the grave of all its horrors, ſo that belieyers can 
mect the king of terrors, as their belt friend, by 
whom their fouls are conveyed into the preſence 
of their glorified Head, and can commit their bo 
dies to che grave, as a bed of reſt, in hopes of 2 
joyful reſurrection. I 


The church has frequently undergone very ſe- 
vere and dreadful perſecutions, bur they have been 
e far from crvſhing it that it has come our of 
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the furnace with greater beauty, and Chrift, the 
cup King of it, has often ſhewed the glory of 
his power, in taking a ſevere revenge on perſecu- 
tors. It may not be amiſs to give a few inſtances 
of this. Herod * raiſed a ſevere perſecution againſt 
the church, murdercd the apoſtle James, and en- 
deavoured to do the ſame by Peter, only God 
ſent an angel to prevent him; but he ſoon met 
his doom, for when he was dreſſed in his robes of 
ſtate, and was pleaſed with the impious flattery 
ol a ſervile rabble, complimenting him with di- 

vinity, an angel ſtruck him with ſome ſevere diſ- 


eaſe, ſo that he was eat up by worms. Nero 
was a barbarous and brutiſh tyrant, and in ſport ® 
ſer fire to the city of Rome, and afterwards caſt _ 
the odium of it upon the Chriſtians, great 2 


Acts xi. Sce alſo Joſephus, {Antiquit. lib. zix. c. 8. 


P. 87 z. Ed. Oxon. Vol. J. p.950, 951. Ed. Amſt.) who owns 
that he was pleaſed with the flattery, and was ſuddenly ſtruck 
with an uncommon diſeaſe, which drew from him theſe affeCt- _ 


Ing words, See here I. whom you call your God, am forced 
to depart out of this life, that my diſſolution may confute your 


lying flattery, and I whom you call immortal, ſee how I am 


drag'd to death. 


Vid. Tacit. Annal. lib. xv. c. 38-44. Vol. I. p. 654661. . 


| Fd. Gronov. Sueton. in Neron. cap. 38. P. 543, 544. Ed. 


Grey. p. 808, $11. Ed. Pitiſc. Dion, Cafl. hb. Ixii. p 708, 


| 709 Edit, Leunclav. 


| Non decedebat infamia quin juſſum incendium crederetur ; 5 
ergo abolendo rumori Nero ſubdidit reos, & quaeſitiſſimis poe - 


nis affecit, quos vulgus Chriſtianos appellabat. - pereuntibus 
addita ludibria, ut ferarum tergis contecti, laniatu canum in- 
rerirent, aut crueibus affixi, aut lammandi, atque ubi defeciſſet 
dies, in uſum nocturni luminis urerentur. Tacitus ubi ſup. 


Opinio omnium invidiam incendii in principem retorquebat 

credebaturque Imperator gloriam renovandae uibis quaeſiſſe; 
naque ulla re Nero eſſiciebat quin ab eo juſſum ingen Som, pu- 
taretur. Igitur vertit invidiam in Chriſtianos, actaeque in in- 


noxios crudeliſſimae quaeſtiones, quin & novae mortes exco- 


Sitatae, ut ferarum tergis contecti laniatu canum 1 = 
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| bers of whom he put to death with exquiſite tor- 
| tures, cauſing miny to be dreſſed up in pitchy 
| cloaths, and ſo to be (ct on fire in the ſtreets; but 
| this monſter did not eſcape a righteous vengeance, - 
| for having made himſelf intolerable to all, he was 1 
* by the ſenate depoſed, and © ſentenced to be whipt [ 
[ to death; to avoid which ignominious and pain- 
ful puniſhment, after he had in vain beg'd the 
| favour of his followers to diſpatch him, at laſt 
: with much ado he made a ſhift, by the help of 
| one of them, to deſtroy himſelf. Domitian, as he 
imitated the former in moft other things, ſo he — 
took care to copy after him in his crueſty to the 7 
Chriſtians, but he was ſoon cut off; for having 


murdered 4 his couſin and brother-in-law Flavius 

Clement, on ſuſpicion of his having embraced _ 
Chriſtianity, ſome of his dependents, who were 
not inclined to the principles he was ſuſpected of, 
entered into a conſpiracy againſt the tyrant, and 


* l ; * 2 p 88 
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J in revenge of their patron's murder ſtab'd him. 
{ After the Chriſtian religion had gain'd great 
ground, Decius, a bigoted Pagan, took it into his 
18 head, that he was the perſon who was to ſupprels 
it, and began his reign with a* dreadful periecu- 
1 tion; but he was not permitted to go on long, for 
inan expedition into Scythia, he was either (Killed, 
1 multi crucibus afnxi, aut flamma uſti: Plerique in id reſervati, 


1 ut cum defeciiſet dies, in uſum nocturni laminis urerentur. 

| Sulpitius Severus lib. 11. c. 41. p. 390, 391. Edit. Hornu, 

ao. Vid. Sueton. in Neron. c. 47, 48. p. 553-—556. al. 825 
ä 831. Dion. Caſſ. lib. Ixiii. p. 726, 727. 8 
| © Vid. Sueton, in Domitian. c. 15—18. p. 689=-692. al. 
 104F—=l05t. Dion. Caſſ. lib. Ixvii. p. 766, 767, 768. Phi- 


© loftrat. Vit. Apollon. lib. viii, c. 25. p 36s, 366. Edit. Lipſ. 
FF © Void. Euſeb. Hiſt. Ecclef. lib. vi. c. 39-42. p. 190-198. 
VV 1 


| * Vid. Conftantin. Orat. ad Sanct. cap. xxiv. ;. 495, 496. Ed. 
Pen Valeſ. vel Lactant. de mort. Perlezut. cap. iv. Euſcb. Chron. 


= | 


36 ASrnmon PRrACH'D | 


and ſo became a prey to vultures, or was ſwal- 
lowed s up with his horſe in a bog, his body ne- 
ver being found. The moſt dreadful perſecuti- 
on of ® all was raiſed by Diocleſian, Maxunian, 
and Galerius, which laſted many years, and many 
thouſands ſuffered, and that with ſuch terrible 
rortures, that a man muſt have a heart of flint, 
who can read over rhe accounts we have remain- 
ing of it without horror: All theſe tyrants felt the 
judgment of him whom they perſecuted in his 
Whew ir Diocleſian i ſurrender'd the empire, 
part thro* melancholy, becauſe he found he 
Could not exrirpate Chriſtianity, and chiefly be- 
cauſe of the threats of Galerius : when he had 
done this very Kk unwillipgly, he retired, and lived 
many years privately, where, as it is likely, thro? 
the horrors of a guilty conſcience, he grew fren- 
ical, and was harraſſed with a conrinual fear of 
8 being conſumed by lightning, and having been 
long compaſſed with terrors on every fide, at laſt 
he either ® broke his heart, or ſtarved himſelf for 


grief, that Chriſtianity was like to be eſtabliſhed, ; 


and that little reſpect was paid to him. 8 
mian, who was forced to reſign with him, aftet 
he bad in vain endeavoured more than once to re- 
8 inſtate himſelf, being found guilty of an conſpira- 


* Vid. Ammian. Marcel lib. xxxi. e. 13. P. 497. Edit, Gron. 
_ Zofim. lib. 1. P. 22, 23. Ed. Oxon. Zonar. Annal. lib. xii. c. 20. 
Vol. I. p. 627. Ed. Reg. Par. Cedren. Compend. Hilt. p. 212. 
Ls Vid. Euſeb. lib, viii. cap. . & de Martyr. Palaſt FF 
| 2 

Vig. Lactant. de martibaz perſec. e. TH 18, 1g. Zonar. 
lib. zif. c. 32. Vol. I. p. 6434. 
Et is certain he did not give up his power willingly, Rom 
the following words of Lackantius 3 Lachrymabundus, fiat, in⸗ 
quit, fi placet. | 
I This we are told by no wh A perſon than the emperor TOY 

ſtantine, who certainly beſt knew. (Vid. Orat. ad San. c. * 
P. 4065. WPLactant. de mort. Fer of 42: - 
5 * Idem, ibid, Ec 26, 29, 30. 5 N 


| y 


 Gronov. Socrat. lib, 1. c. 38. p. 209. Sozomen. 
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cy againſt rhe life of Conſtantine, was ſentenced 
to dir; and choſe ignominioully to end his days 
by the halter. Galcrius, who forced theſe to re- 


ſign, and had been their chief prompter to per- 


ſecution, making them believe the Chriſtians in- 
tended to burn chem in their palace, carried on 
the perſecurion with great fury, but was at laſt 
made a ſearful 1 of vengeance, being ſeiz d 


with a dreadful diſeaſe, whereby his fleſh rotted 
away, and was conſumed by worms, He owned 


this was a judgment for his cruelty to the Chriſti» 
ans, and in his extremity 4 publithed an edict in 
their favour. Julian, one of the moſt ſpiteful 


enemies Chriſt ever had, took care, at his death, 
loudly to proclaim from whom he had received 
the fatal ſtroke, ftor*raking a handful of his blood, 


he, in rage and fury, threw it P into the air, 


crying out, At laſt, Galilean, you have overcome. 
To theſe may be added ſome perſecutors of the 
vile Arian faction. Valens the emperor perſecu- 
ted the Catholicks ſeverely, puniſhin many with 
death, and in his * cruelties copied after the Pagan 
oppreſſors, but he came to a deplorable end, for 
having been * defeated by the Gotlis, he took 


dem, ibid. c. 33, 35. Euſeb. Hiſt. Eeclef lib. viii. e. 16, 


ldem, ibid. c. 14, 1. 


4 This may be ſeen in Euſebius, lib, viii. c. 17. p. 257. and 
Lactantius, c. 34. 5 : „ 
EAG * 7. Pe Nac e The 1 ,, tou MN r* 314566 . 
2 wipar On, a Ye g. Lat big T. csg na; Pare, Nνν , Tau- 
datt x% 10TH TEUTO Thy Ft en- OO AGGET 45, x Thy BAtoOnoiay 
rene,“ dre hubporrnr®» „ Theodorit. Hiſt. Eccleſ. lib. 
111. e. 20. p. 147. Rd. Par. Vid. & Sozomen. Hiſt. Eccleſ. 
een „„ F 

Vid. Gregor. Nazian. Orat. xx. Vol. I. p. 348. Ed. Par. 
Orat. xxv. p 432, 433, 434. Orat. xxxil. p. 512. Socrat. 

Ab. Iv. c. 36. p. 186. Ed. Par. Sozomen, lib. vi. c. 14. p. 833. 


Vid. Ammian. Marcellin. lib. XXX I. c. 13. p. 497, 490 Ed. 
lib. vt. 


* 
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ſhelter in a mean cottage, in which he was burnt, 


his enemies not knowing who was in it. Hune- 
ric, the Vandal king in Africa, was a bigoted, 


tho' very ignorant Arian, and perſecuted thoſe of 


a contrary mind in a dreadful manner, treating 
them with all manner of barbarities ; but he was 
ſoon cut off * by an uncommon illneſs, his body 


porn ying and vermin breeding in him, which made 


im a ſad ſpectacle to all about him. It would 
be endleſs to enumerate all the inſtances of Chriſt's 
taking vengeance on perſecutors ; the examples 
Which have been given ſhew, that he has not 
forborn to manifeſt his power over thoſe, who 


have inſolently ſer themſelves againſt his intereſt. 


Chriſt continually raiſes up ſuch as may ſtand 
up for his cauſe; even when he ſuffered the long 
night of Popiſh darkneſs to overſpread the world, 
be at all times raiſed up witneſſes for the truth, 


and none in the whole world was more eminent 


than our great countryman Wickliff; he with an 


unparalle!'d boldneſs preached againſt the uſurpa- 


tions of the Pope, and with a great deal of wit 
and good ſenſe, as well as keeneſs and juſt fatyr, 
inveigh'd againſt the aboruinable corruptions of 
the church of Rome; this occaſioned him to live 
a harraſſed life, but after he had weather'd all 


ſtorms, he came at laſt to his grave in peace: His 


doctrines were not confined at home, bur ſpread 
into Germany, and many of his followers, both 
here and abroad, ſeal'd the truth with their blood, 


e. 40. p. 571, 872. Theodorit. Hiſt. Eccleſ. lib. 1v. e. 36. 
195. | Philoſtorg. lib. 11. c. 17. P. 521. Edit. Par. Zoſim. 


lib. 1v. p. 230, 231. Zonar. lib. ili. c. 16. p. 31, 32. Ed. Par. 


Reg. Cedrenus Compend. p 3 58. Ed. Baſ. 

Vid. Victor. Vitenſ. de 

v. Nuinart. de eadem. Par. ii. e. 7, 33. 
Vid. Victor. Vitens. lib. v. c. 21. p. 93. Edit. Ruinart. 


Vigor. Tununenf. P. 4 Edit. Scal. Iſidor. Chron, A. P. got. 
V8 


„„ 
wo 


perſecution Vandalica, lib. iii, iv, 


oN THE FIFTH oF NovtmBtr. 39 

At laſt it pleaſed the King of ſaints to have reſpect 

to the ſighing of the priſoners, and to raiſe up 
inſtruments to promote a reformation. He put 
it into che heart of Zuinglius in Switzerland, and 
about a year after ſtir d up Luther in Germany, 
to oppoſe the papal uſurpations, with a zeal and 
courage that ſhewed they were under a divine in- 
fluence. They were but obſcure monaſtics, and ir 
might have been thought, they were no more 
likely to do any mighty matters, than thoſe who 
had gone before them, whom the Papiſts had 
_cruſh'd ; but Chriſt's time was come for many to 
be called out of Babylon, and he being with 


them, they could neither be terrified, nor baffled 


by their Antichriſtian enemies. The great work 
Which was by them begun, was carried on by 
others, among whom, notwithſtanding the con- 
tempt which is caſt upon them, none thine with 
2 brightneſs, than thoſe two polite and 
| learned, as well as honeſt and zealous divines, 
Calvin and Beza. By the labours of the many 
worthy confeſſors which Chriſt raiſed up, to own, 


and not conceal his truth, the reformation was 


ſpread over many parts of Europe, with a celeri- 
ty that ſhewed the work was of God. Ir muſt. 
be with ſorrow confels'd, that the work of Refor- 
mation has been at a ſtand, or going backward, 
for more than the laſt hundred years; the glory 
is much departed from the reforined churches, 
and their beauty is greatly tarniſhed ; but Chriſt. 
s able to rev ive his work, and he certainly will da 
it in hisown time. © © 4 
6. There will be a far more glorious adminiſtra- 


tion of Chriſt's mediatorial kingdom, than erer 


has been in the world. Some doting enthuſiaſts 
have fancied, that Chriſt will perſonally reign on 
earth, and will aboliſh all civil government; but 
they forget that the heavens muſt receive * | 
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till the conſummation of all things, and that his 


kingdom is not of this world. Leaving ſuch to 
their own dreams and deluſions, it muſt * beayer'd, 
that there will be a much more glorious ſtate of 
the church, than ever has been yet; when the 
Jaws are converted, and the fulneſs of the Gen- 


tiles is brought in, and when the eaſtern and 


weſtern Antichriſts are deſtroyed. The church 
of Chriſt never found a ſtate ſuitable to the pro- 
miſes and prediftions, which are in the Scrip tures 

about it, and therefore ſome great thing remains to 


be accompliſhed, which the world never yet ſaw, 


and which the churches never yet experienced. 


There is need of great caution when we ſpeak 
of this matter, and as we ſhould be very much 
afraid of going without Scripture light, in our 
accounts of itz ſo we ſhould not yain-gloriouſly | 
arrogate to ourſelyes the ſpirit of prophecy, to tell 


when this glorious epocha will commence. 


Tho' civil government will not be deſtroyed, 

yet there will be a viſible ſubjection of all the 

| Hagens and nations of the world to Chriſt. 
The Father) has promiſed to give him the heathen 

for his inheritance, and the utte: molt parts of the 


earth or Nos PRION and the church is called 
upon in the 


Pei. . 0. fk 1, 3. 


Rev. xi. 15—18. That this paſſage is not to be underſtood 
of the laſt judgment, is ſhewed by the late learned Mr. Vitrin- 


Za, in his comment. p. 5 10, & | 


following * manner, „ Ariſe, ſhine, 
for thy light is come, and the glory of the Lord 
Is riſen upon thee; the Gentiles ſhall come to thy 
light, and kings to the brightneſs of thy riſing.” 
 'There has been little of this nature feen yet in 
the world, therefore the full accompliſhment is yet 
to be expected. The church is repreſented in the 
2 Revelation as triumphing, in a high ſtrain, at 
* See Mr. R. Taylor's Diſcourſe on the Goſpel, as it is the 
power of God, in his Works, Vol. IV. p. 342—360 . 


" ke 
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the commencement of this happy period: © The 
{ſeventh Angel ſounded, and there were great voices 
in heaven, ſaying, the kingdoms of this world are 
become the kingdoms of our Lord, and his Chriſt, 
and he ſhall reign for ever and ever; and the twen- 
ty four elders, which fat on ſears before God, fell 


upon their faces, and worſhipped God, ſaying, We 


give thee thanks, O Lord God Almighty, which 
art, and waſt, andart to come, for thou haſt taken 


to thee thy great power, and haſt reigned z and 


the nations were angry, and thy wrath is come, 
and the time of the dead, that they ſhould be 


judged, and that thou ſhouldeſt give reward to 


thy ſervants the prophets, and to the faints, and 


to them that fear thy name, ſmall and great, and 


ſhouldeſt deſtroy them that deftroy'd the earth.” 


If this did not refer to the commencement of a 
ſtupandous period of time, wherein there will be 
a great enlargement of Chriſt's mediatorial king» 
dom, there would be no reaſon for ſuch loud ac» 
clamations of joy, as a time of Jubileedraws forth. 
There will a time come, when the potentates of 
the earth will not be confederated | cg Con 
zs for the moſt part they now arc, 
to his ſceptre, and acknowledge his authority; 
then the powers that are angry at him ſhall fec! 
bis wrath, and all who corrupt the earth ſhall be 
deſtroyed; then the blood of the righteous dead, 
Which was ſhed for an adherence to his cauſe, | 
ſhall be avenged, and the * fouls of the prophets, 
and other witneſſes for him, ſhall no longer cry 


for vengeance under the altar, but ſhall in full 


bleſſedneſs © rejoice over the enemies of their Lord; . 
nay, the happineſs of heaven ſhall be, as it were, 
beighten'd to them, by their knowing, that the 
carth is filled with the knowledge of the Lord, 
that he is called upon from Eaſt to Weſt, that al! 


ut will bow _ 
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his enemies are forced to lick the duſt, and that 
his name is great over all the world. 
The churches ſhall enjoy great peace, when 
Chriſt ſhall take his great power and reign ; this 
is repreſented to us by I omen prophet, 
under the following moſt beautiful allegory:* The 
wolf ſhall dwell with the lamb, the leopard ſhall 
lye down with the kid; and the calf, and the 


young lion, and the fatling ſhall be together, and 
e child ſhall lead them; and the cow and the 
. bear ſhall feed, their young ones ſhall lie down 
together, and the lion ſhall ear ſtraw like the 
ox, and the ſucking child thall play about the hole 
of the aſp, and the child new-wean'd ſhall put 
his hand into the cockatrice's den; they ſhall nei- 
ther hurt nor deſtroy in all my wy mountain 
Il the earth, 
as the waters cover the fea.” When this pro- 
phecy comes to be accompliſhed, there ſhall be 
great peace in the church, and the utmoſt ſecu- 


A litt 


for the knowledge of the Lord ſhall 


rity to the ſincere worſhipers of the King, who 


will reign in righteouſneſs: Thoſe who for fterce- 


neſs have been like ravening wolves, like bears 


rob'd of their whelps, like mountain leopards, or 
lions of the foreſt, and as full of venom and ma- 
lignity as aſps, or © baſiliſks, ſhall lay aſide their 
brutal ſavageneis, and ſhed all their poiſon, and 
ſhall put on a quiet, meck, and loving diſpoſition 
towards thoſe whom they formerly perſecuted, 
and with them ſhall lie down in the green paſtures 
of the Goſpel, where ſalvation grows; and be- 


ing enlighten'd with the knowledge of Chriſt, 


| ſhall ſubmit to be fed by him, and guided by him 

as a ſhepherd, who will lead them to quiet ſprings, 69> 
that their rhirſt may be quenched even ſuch as 
are not made wiſe to ſalvation, ſhall be reftrained, 


| 4 Iſa. xi. 6—9. | See Mr. Vitringe's commentary, Vol. I. p 5 f 


328—339. * : 
» Vic, Bochart. Hierozoic. p. 11, lib. 1x, 6. 9. 
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will be fu 
make thy officers peace, and thy ckactors righte- 
douſneſs; violence ſhall no more be heard in thy 
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nnd ſhall not go about to hurt and deſtroy. When 
this happy day dawns, the following pompous 


e Poaße may be uſed f of the church of Chriſt, 
Look to Sion, the city of our ſolemnities; 
thine eyes ſhall ſee Jeruſalem a quiet habitation, a 
tabernacle that ſhall not betaken down; not one 
of its ſtakes ſhall be removed, neither ſhall any 
of its cords be broke, but there the glorious Lord 


will be a place of broad rivers and ſtreams, where- 
in ſhall! go no galley with oars, neither ſhall any 


gallant {| 'P paſs thereby.” In this glorious period 
filled thes following promiſe; „ will 


land, waſting nor deſtruction within thy borders, 
but thou ſhalt call thy walls ſalvation, and thy 


gates Praiſe ; the ſun ſhall be no more thy light 
by day, neither for brightneſs ſnall the moon give 


light to thee, for the Lord ſhall be thy everlaſt- 


ing light, and thy God thy glory. 


— 


The future proſperous ſtate of the church will 


be acccompanied with great purity and holineſs;, 
out ward peace is only a ceſſation of arms, to let 
the devil work his will, when either truth is loſt, 
or the practice of ſtrict godlineſs is neglected. Ic 
muſt be owned, that the proſperity of the church 
bas as yet brought a cloud on her real glory, and 
ſhe has ſurſeited on the fullneſs of her bread, when 


ſhe ſhould have been nouriſhed by her plenty; 


but there will be a time, when her proſperity 
will be as much improved for true holineſs, as it 
has been hertofore abuſed, for the encouragement 
of careleſsneſs and licentiouſneſs; things wall not 
always be at the paſs they arc at preſent, but as 
the h prophets have foretold, * The people ſhall 
be all righteous; a little one ſhall be as a thou- 
ſand, and a ſmall one as a ſtrong niticn; he that 
is feeble, in chat day ſhall be as David, and the 
LI XxTili. 20,21. U x. 17, 16,19. * Ifalx.z1, 22. Zech. xis 
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houſe of David as God, as the angel of the Lord's 

preſence.” Such as have been of little conſide- 
ration, ſhall be as eminent as many who haye made 
the greateſt figure, and ſuch as have been of ſmall 
uſc, ſhall be as a mighty nation; ſuch as are fee- 
ble ſhall be as David, ſtrong in grace, and full 
of heavenly courage and reſolutions and ſuch as 
are ſtrong ſhall be as God, even as the angel of 
God's preſence z for they ſhall bear a near reſem- 
blance ro Chriſt in holineſs, who is himſelf God, 
and the angel of the Father's preſence, to go be- 


fore them, to guide and lead them. When this 
day comes, Chriſtians, tho' not perfect, will be 

fo holy, that they will maintain an uniformity in 

their conduct, and will keep up the ſame diſtance 

from ſip, in their civil actions, as the beſt do 
now, in the moſt ſacred duties of religion, ac- 

_ cording to theſe words of the prophet i Zechariahy 


In that day ſhall there be upon the bells of the 
horſes, holineſs to the Lord of hoſts, and the 


pots in the Lord's houſe ſhall be as the bowls be- 


| fore the altar; every pot in Jeruſalem, and in Ju- 


dah, {hall be holinels to the Lord of hoſts; and 
in that day there ſhall be no more the Caraanite 
in the houle of the Lord. Holineſs co the Lord 
wess the inſcription engraved on the Levitical 
high-prieſt's diadem, which he wore, when he 
egnter'd the holieſt of all; when the dwellers in 
Sion have this legible upon them, in their civul 
actions, as well as their ſacred ſervices, their pu- 
rity will be great; and at the fame time that 


they have the power of the King of glory to protect 
them from danger, and to give them outward 


* 


pro 


ech. xiv. 21, 2. 


perity, they will kave great holineſs to beau- 
Fi dernden ns, 

In theſe happy days there will be a might 

preſence of God in the ordinances of his houſe, 

and great light ſhall ſhine in the church. The 


power 
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will work, in and by the ordinances of t 
ſpel, as it did in the time of the Apoſtles, and 
then the profiting of ſuch as fit under them will 

appear to all men. The light of truth will then 
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power of the Spirit of Chriſt will be in ordi- 


nances, to convert ſinners, and build up believers, 


as it was in the morning of Chriſtianity 5 them 
there was the vernal bloom of what will be the 
_ ripe harveſt of the glory of Chriſt's mediatorial 


kingdom : The mighty power of the —_ Spirit 
e Go- 


ſhine in the church, like the ſun in the heavens, 


and all the errors which have (in different ages) 
ſhewed their loathſome heads with boldneſs, 


Mall have no place but in the infernal regions, 


where they were firſt hatched. Therefore when 
errors prevail, and times grow dark, they who 
are zealous for the Lord of hoſts, ſhould encou- 
rage themiclves with the proſpect of greater light 
breaking forth in the church, This God bas 
romiſed by the prophet Iſaiah in the following 
elegant paſſage, addreſſed to the church in adver- 
fary, O thou afflicted, toſſed with a tempeſt, 
and not comforted, behold, I will lay thy ftones 
of fair colours, and thy foundation with ſapphires, 
and 1 will make thy windows of agates, and thy 
gates of carbuncles, and all thy bulwarks of plca- 
| fant ſtones; And all thy children ſhal! be taught 
of the Lord, and great ſhall be the peace of ty N 
children.“ This allegorical deſcription is exprei- 
ſive of the great knowledge, fteadinets, zeal and 
ſincerity which will be the glory of Chriſtians, 
ia rhe later days, when they ſhall not lean to 
their underſtandings, or give way to the artifices 
_ of fleſhly wiſdom, bur ſhall be all taught of God. 
Then the knowledge of the Lord ſhall over- 
ſpread the earth, as the waters fill the ſea, and the 
| churches fun ſhall no more go down, neither ſhall 
. iv. 11, 12, 13. See Mr. Vittinga's Commentary, 
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her moon withdraw itſelf, for Chriſt Jeſus, the 
Lord Jchovah; will be her everlaſting light, and 


her days of darkneſs and mourning ſhall be end- 


ed: whenthe gloty of the later days ſprings forth, 
the church ſhall have a clear heaven over her head, 
and ſhall ſee the feet of Chriſt as it were in this 
clear heaven, or find him always ready, to bleſs 
his ordinances, which are her proviſion, and ſa- 


tisfy her poor with bread, to endue her miniſters 


with righteouſheſs, and make her ſaints ſhour for 
Joy, and to cloath her enemies with ſhame, and 
pour down peace upon her helpers. 


F. The preſent diſpenſation of Chrift's king- 
dom will be terminated ar the laſt day, or at the 
final judgment. When Chriſt comes in glory, 


as there will be no need of proofs of his true De- 
ity, ſo® it is his divine nature, which will make 


him capable to judge the world, at the ſame time 


that he in his human nature ſhall appear. As he 


is almighty in power, he can raiſe the dead, and 


unite rhe ſhatter'd parts, which length of time 


has ſeparated; as he is infinite in knowledge, he 
can take cognizance of the actions of men; as 
he is perfect in juſtice, he can award a righteous | 
doom; as his ſtrength is irriſiſtible, he can inflict 
the ſentence he pronounces ; and as he is ſupreme 
in authority, no appeal can be made from his tri- 
bunal: When he is thus compleatly furniſned 
with abilities to go thro' the work of judgment, 
as he is God, he will appear on a throne of 
glory, as he is man. The manner of his ſecond 


Appearance will be vaſtly different from his firſt; 


then he came meek and lowly, riding on an aſs, 


but hereafter he ſhall make the clouds his chariot, 


m Yee my true Scripture Doctrine of the Trinity, p. 417-421. 
Alt can't be expected, I can here treat largely on the ſubject 
of the laſt judgment, therefore I refer the reader to others, 
eſpecially to Mr. Hurrion's four excellent Sermons on this ſub- 
 JeR in his diſcourſes on Chriſt glorified, p. 299-4355 4 . 
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and ſhall come on the wings of the wind; for- 
merly he ſuffered vile and contemptible foes to 
have their will of him for a time, but when he 
comes again, the molt inſolent of his enemies 
will be Rae with dread. . 1 

When the King of glory comes to be admired 
by his faints, and adored by all who believe, his 


manhood will no more be in the likeneſs of fin- 


ful fleſh, but will ſhine with a brightneſs vaſtly 
ſuperior to the ſun, and the awful glories of his 
Godhead will be unveiled. He will deſcend in 


* 


33 and great glory, in his Father's glory and 


is own, with ten thouſands of his holy angels at- 
rending him, array'd in their brighteſt robes of 
light and immortality: He will come in flaming 
fire, with thunder clonding his brow, with the 


{word of juſtice arming his hand, and with a tri- 
umphal diadem circling his head; his face ſhallbe 
as lightening, his eyes as flames of fire, and his voice 


louder than the noiſe of waves daſhing againſt the 


ſhore; from his preſence the heavens and earth ſhall. 
fly away; the rocks will rend, the deferts will 
quake, the hills will totter, and the mountains 
_ reel; the ſun ſhall be turned into darkneſs, and 
the moon into blood; the heavens will pals away 


with a great noiſe, the elements will melt wit 


fervent heat, and the earth, and all therein, will _ 
Ly be burnt with fire; the Archangel, Aa Creature of 
the higheſt rank, will be pleaſed with the honour 


conferr'd upon him, of founding the trumpet be- 


fore his great Lord, to awake the ſleeping dead, 
and to ſummon them to pretent themielves before 

/ Fr FO, 
When our bleſſed Lord has appeared in this au- 
guſt manner, and has taken his feat on the throne 

of judgment, he will proceed to the great work 


ing a righteous ſentence; The moral law 


of pa 
will be his rule of judgment, and all who have 
_  rranſgrefſed ity and have not his righteouſneſs is 


pPlead 


4 A Symon Pazacny 
plcad for themſelves, will have a juſt pnniſhment 
inflicted on them: Thoſe who have waſhed their 


robes, and made them white in his blood, ſhall 
congratulant Tee him, and welcome him to 
his judgment ſeat; they ſhall be owned and acquit- 


ted by him, ayd {hall be revived with theſe kind 
words, Come, you bleſſed of my Father, inherit 
tbe kingdom prepared for you, before the founda- 


tion of the world: Then their ſpotleſs breaſty will 
be raviſhed with holy joy; and going into the in- 


beritance which is incorruptible, they will with 
crowns of triumph on their heads, and palms of 
victory in their hands, join with angels, and arch- 


angels, and ali the hoſt of heaven, in crying out, 


Jetus, the Lord God omnipotent, reigns, and in 
aſcribing ſalvation, honour, power, and glory to 
the King of ſaints, who redeem'd them by his 

don blood. Thus happy will be Chriſt's friends, 
but alas!) how miſcrable will his enemies be; they, 
with ſhuddering harror, muſt appear before him; 
tho' they will be angry to fee his glory, yet they 
will be convinced it will be fruitleſs and vain to 
attempt to oppoſe him; for when once anger 
lightens in his diſpleaſed face, all created ſtrength _ 
will wither; Reprobate mortals will, with ructul 
ſhrieks, cry out to the rocks to hide them, and 
to the mountains to cover them; but all in vain, for 
they muſt be ſtun'd with thoſe dreadful ſounds, De- 
part from me, you curſed, into everlaſting fire, and 
from the bar they mult be drag'd to execution. The 
fiends infernal will then have fullneſs of torment 
inſlicked on them, and will be forced to howl for 
ever, on a lake of fire and brimitome, under the 
weight of the righteous vengeance of him, who 


firſt threw them from heaven. ER Wi, 
miniſtration of Chriſt's kingdom will ceaſe, yet he 
7 will continue King for ever. Some have thought 1 
Chriſt's kingdom will not be eternal, from the fol Vf 
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towing words of the apoſtle Paulo, Then comes 


the end, when he ſhall have deliver'd the kingdom 
to God the Father, and ſhall have put down all rule, 


and all authority and power: — and when all 
things ſhall be ſubdued to him, then ſhall the Son 
himſelf be ſubject to him who pur all things under 
him, that God may be all in all. But this place can 


never conclude againſt Chriſt's reigning as Media- 
tor, in any ſenſe, King to eternity, becauſe the Scrip- 


ture has 4 fully declared, that his kingdom is ever- 
laſting. The ſenſe is, that Chriſt's kingdom will 


ceaſe, as to the form of its adminiſtration, which 


is by the word and ſacraments, by the croſs, afflice 
tions, and conflicts with enemies. In the admini- 
ſtration of rhis kingdom, Chriſt employs under him 


angels and men, bur when his enemies are all con- 


quer'd, and when the miniſtry of men and angels 
is finiſh'd, Chriſt will deliver up his kingdom, by 
preſenting all thoſe committed to his 4 e be- 
fore God, that he may appear to be a faithful Me- 


diator; he will deliver up his kingdom, not to be 
diveſted of his power, but to give a proof that his 
work is finiſh'd, that not one enemy is left unſub- 
due, and chat not one foul committed to ht care 
is loſt. Tho' he will thus deliver up his kingdom 
as to the form of adminiſtring it, yet his kingdom 
will be everlaſting; he will fit down as a glorious 
victor, hen all his enemies are brought under; he 
now reigns as one conquering, but then he will 


reign as one who has actually triumph'd over all his 


enemies; then there will be an open declaration of 
biss voluntary ſubmiſſion to the Father, in his medi- 


1 Cor. xy. 24. 28. 


Il beg leave to transfer hither, it being its proper place, wlat 
I have formerly {aid on this text; (True Script. Doct. of the 
- "Train. p. 409, 416) See alſo Bp. Pearſon on the Creed, p. 284, 
and Mr. Hurrion's very judicious explication and vindication 
— 3 on Chriſt's ſitting at God's right-hand, p. 196. 

1 Dan. ii. 44 vii. 14. Luke i. 33. 1 Tim. i. a7, Rev. xi. 13 
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atorial capacity; and then God will be all in all, be- 


cauſe he will communicate himſelf to the bleſſed in- 
habitants of the regions of light, without external 
means. 


It would be moſt irrational to allow, that when 


99 Chrift has fully accompliſhed his deſigns of mercy 
and goodneſs, to bring about which he laid down 
bis life, that he ſhould be ſtrip'd of one great part 

of the reward of his ſufferings, which is univerſal 
_ dominion; this would be to ſuppoſe him puniſh'd 


inſtead of rewarded: He will fir King for ever and 


ever; and all whom he has conducted ſafe within 
the heavenly gates, ſhall reign with him in life and 
glory for ever, beholding his face in righteouſneſs, 
and ſatisfied, to all eternity, with the joys which 
are in his preſence. VVVf,ĩ 


The APPLICATION. 


There is no nation under the heavens, but what 
has produced proofs that God makes ſtrange and 
amazing alterations in the kingdoms of this world, 
changing governments as he pleaſes. We in this 
 ifland have ſeen as much of this nature as any peo- 

ple, and for the proof of it we need not look farther = 
than the Reformation. Before that time we, as 
well as our neighbours, were overſpread with Po- 
piſh darkneſs, and the abomination that makes de- 
ſolate was ſet up among us. Our fathers indeed, as 
became Engliſh ſpirits, made bolder and braver op- 
poſitions to the papal uſurparions, than any other 
Ras nation; but by reaſon of our long civil 
wars, ſome of our princes were forced to crouch 
to the ſce of Rome, more than it can be thought 
they would, had their hands heen free; ſo that We 
were reduced almoſt to as great thraldom as thoſe 
round us. At laſt it pleaſed God to raile up a*re- 
ſolute and haughty prince, who as much out of hu- 


mour 
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mdur as principle, at once threw out the papal tyran- 
ny, making it high - treaſon to own the Pope's ſupre- 
macy, and ſeverely putting this law in execution, 
on! ſuch as broke it. He bravely demoliſhed the 
pretended religious houſes, thoſe {ears of lazineſs, 
dens of uncleanneſs, and nurſeries of ſuperſtition and 
rebellion; and his ſevere implacable remper terri- 
fed the eccleſiaſtics from raiſing ſeditions againſt 
him: Sometimes he perſecuted the reformed, and 
at other times fayour'd them, ſo that in the main 
the reformation gain'd great ſtrength in his reign. 
His * fon, who reached but to the age of ſixteen, 
Was as great a prodigy for piety, ſtrong * ſenſe, and 
learning, as ever appear'd of his years; under him 
the work of God weat on proſperouſly, the royal 
youth himſelf having it at heart. When this won- 
der of nature and grace was ſnatch'd away, the 
throne was filled by a perſecuting fury, who ſhed. 
the blood of a great number of faithful witneſſes for 


Chriſt; and who was ſo far from manifeſting any 
thing of the ſoftneſs peculiar to her ſex, that ſhe. 


| ſhewcd her tender mercies to be cruelty. She again 
introduced the abominations of Popery, and had ſhe 
_ dared, would have brought matters to the paſs they _ 


Pere at before her father's time; but ſhe began at 
laſt ro meet with great oppoſition, which hinder'd | 


her from making us ſo compleatly miſerable as the 
deſired. When the cry of rhe fouls under the al- 
tar for vengeance on her, for ſhedding their blood, 
prevail'd to have her call'd hence, to receive her 
juſt doom, the government was put into che hand 
of ax princeſs of a great ſou}, who again packed off 
the Romiſh crumpery, and reduced us ro the ſtate 
_ 1 Witneſs Bp Fiſher, and that ingenious bigot Sir Tho. More, = 
ONE En YE. „ 
Of this any one will be convinced, who has viewed his 
remains in the king's library, molt of which are publiſhed, tho“ 
_ imperfeGtly, being haſtily tranicribed by Bp. Burnet, at the cad 
of his hiſtory of the Reformation, - Q Marre. 
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we were in, in her brother's time; by her arms the 
power of Spain was humbled, under her rhe En- 
gli nation made anoble figure; by her countenance 
t 


e reformation was ſettled in Scotland; and by her 


aid the Proteſtant religion and civil liberty were 
eſtabliſhed in the United Prov inces; and they were 


made once of the bulwarks of the reformation. Af - 
terwards the Engliſh honour was ſunk, under a ſe- 
ries of inglorious reigns; and a race of miſled un- 
happy princes ſeemed to aim at making themſelves 
little, and their kingdoms miſerable z their main 
drift was ſecretly to introduce Popery: The laſt of 
them indeed pull'd off the maſk, and being guided 
by a furious queen, and a few hot-brain'd prieſts, 
f violent methods to bring inthe Ro» 
miſh religion: Whilſt the wiſer Papiſts were aſha- 
Bis folly, rightly conjecturing that he 
would ruin their cauſe by his heat and precipi- 
tancy. When our liberties were trampled upon with 
the utmoſt inſolence, and our reformed religion was 
in the greateſt danger, it pleaſed God to raiſe up a 
brave and an?) honeſt hero for our reſcue; who 


took the mo 


„mea benek, trus-hearted Fngliſhman, cannot but be filled 
With indignation at the impotent attempt made to blaſt the great 


King William's memory, by a late writer, whom he had raiſed 


from the dunghil, and had advanced to ht among princes. He 
_rells us, (Hiſt. of his own Times, p. 690.) that the prince of O- 
range had no vice but of one fort, in which he was very cau- 
tious and ſecret ; had this been true, he ſhould have told what 
it was; for by this means he has expoſed him to be charged by 


every vice, that the ſancies of men can invent ; and according- 


ly when this doughty hiſtory came firft out, many crimes were 
Ard upon: But there is juſt reaſon to think it a calumny, be- 
cauſe he juſt before had fix'd a known ſlander upon the prince, 
| {p. 689.) that he hated buſineſs of all forts ; that he hated the 
impertinence that too much attends buftneſs might be true, but 
his whole liſe, which was ſpent in publick cares, is a full con- 
futation of this vile imputation. 
vantagebus to the memory of this vain-glorious writer, had he 
let the character of this wonderful man ſtand, as he had drawn 
F p..3r6==32k,. ooo 


_ 


It had been much more ad- 
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was deſcended of a patriot race , and had in an a- 
mazing manner recovered his own country, to the 
laſting ſhame of the cowardly, tho? fly tyrant who 
had over - run it. When he came to attempt the 
recovery of our liberties, it pleaſed the moſt High 
to cauſe all oppoſition to fall before him; ſo that 
the haughty oppreſſor, who ſer up abſolute power, 
was abandon'd by all, and forced to fiy in the molt 
ignominious manner, and as a fugitive to ſeek thelrer 
ina ſtrange land. Afterwards the arms of our deli - 


verer were bleſled, for the freeing the neighbouring 
iſland from a worſe yoke, than our enemies had time 
to fix upon us. Tho' the nation was ſo indebted 
to the great inſtrument God had made uſe of to 


free it, and tho' he was as diſintereſted and faich- 


ful a prince, as any thatever had the reins of go- 
vernment put into their hands, yet he was baſcly and 


diſhonourably treated by an ungrateſul generation; 
however he was continued as a great bleſſing to us, 


till he had eſtabliſhed the Proteſtant ſucceſſiou; 
| and as the true facher of his people, had left that. 
to them, as a valuable legacy. When this out 
dying hero's laſt legacy was in danger, God was plea- 
ſed to interpoſe, and to ſettle the late king peacea - 
bly among us: The reſiſtance which was after⸗ 
wards made to him came to nothing, and he left 
Ae vas the great grandſon of the noble hero William, P. of 
Orange, who founded the Dutch commonwealth, and who died 
_ my r tor liberty, being balcly aſſaſſinated by the vile txeache- 
wo 


talip II. king of Spain. 5 
* There cannot be a greater and juſter panegyric formed for 


any one, than the following lines, which were wrote on K. Wile 
bam by an honeſt ſtateſman, | „%% ps ? 


Iis toils for no ignoble end deſipn'd, 
Promote the common welfare of mankind ; 
No wild ambition moves, but Europe's fears, 
The cries of orphans, and the widows tears; _ 
Oppreſs'd religion gives the firſt alarms, 
And injur'd juſtice ſets him in his arms; 

His conqueſts freedom to the world afford, 
_ Aud nations bleſs the labours of his word 

M. Secretary Addiſon, in his works, Vol. I. p.: 15 
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| the quiet poſſeſſion of his crown to his preſent ma- 
jeſty, under whoſe protection we are fo happy, as 
to enjoy our civil rights, and the liberty of worſhip= =. 
ing God, according to the dictates of our own con- 
ſciences. * 8 
When we look back on the various dealings of 
our God with us, we may ſing of mercy and of judge 
ment; of mercy, becauſe we are ſtil} continued a 
free nation, and enjoy the ineſtimable bleſſing of 
the Proteſtant religion; and of judgment, becauſe 
we have made ſo little good improvement of the 
favours, which the wolf High has been pleaſed to 
ſhower down upon us. Asa more unworthy people 
never were the objects of mercy, ſo kindneſſes be- 
ſtow'd without deſert were never more abuſed, 
than they have been in our unthankful nation, the 
inhabitants of which act, as if they thought they 
were deliver'd from popery and ſlavery, that they 
may be at liberty to commit all manner of abomina- 
tions. Atheiſtical principles are now by many avow- 
ed; the innocence of error is aſſerted; the diſtincti- 
on of right and wrong is pretended to be indepen?- 
dent of God, which is ſetting up ſome law ſuperior 
to the moſt High; it is pleaded that virtue takes 
its riſe from pride and ſingularity, and that private 
' vices, tho? ever ſo enormous, are publick benefits: 
Deiſm rides in triumph, and is {ſupported by many, 
who would be ready to aſſault any one who ſhould _ 
call them Deiſts; when yet they ſtupidly drudge 
for the enemies of revelation, by making a char- _ 
tering for what they call natural religion, which 
they deck with plumes ſtole from revelation, 
and preſent it to our view in a dorrowed garb, in 
which (it muſt be own'd) it makes a better figure, 
than it does in the writings of the heathens, tho“ 
they were men of ſtronger ſenſe than thefe impoſ- 
tors, who ſteal their beſt colours from the ſcripture, 
at the ſame time that they deſpiſe it: The religion 
of Chriſt and his miracles were never treated wk 5 
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ſuch brutiſh inſolence, and ſuch ſtupid ſpite as they 


have been of late: The moſt daring invaſions have 
been made on the molt weighty reveal'd truths, en- 
deavours have been uſed to rob Chriſt of the glory 
of his ſupreme Deity, his ſatisfaction has been ex- 
ploded, and his righteouſneſs ſpurn'd at; the ope- 
rations of the Spirit have been banter'd and decry'd, 
and the power of man to convert himſelf has been 
eagerly advanced: Some have made the doctrine 
of grace the ſubject of their deriſion and haughty 

ſcorn, and others have abuſed it, to rhe deſpiſing 
the means of ſalvation, entertaining mean thoughts 


of the law, and harbouring flight apprehenſions 


of fin: All zeal for truth is run down by the patrons 
of luke warmneſs as intemperate heat; hears and ani 
moſitics prevail, and golpel love is in a manner 


loft, eſpecially among thoſe treacherous betrayers 
of Chriſtianity, who bellow for charity, and un- 
der the plauſible maſk of moderation, do more for 
the cauſe of irreligion, than infidels could chem 
ſelves do. As religious principles are in a great 
meaſure loſt, ſo morality is at the loweſt ebb: 
Unnatural luſt, fornication, drunkenneſs, ſwearing, 
lying, and cheating were never at ſuch a height 


in any civilized nation, as they have been ſince ſome 


have fancied they have ſeen the approach of Chriſt's _ 
kingdom, tho' in reality they have ſeen nothing, 
Among all denominations of Chriſtians, practical re- 
ligion is under decays, and little care is taken, by ſuch 
as profeſs Chriſtianity, to adorn the goſpel of their 
God and Saviour, by a holy lite and converſation. 


This is but a ſmall and imperfect ſketch of the 


odious portrait which might be drawn, of the 

Nate of religion in our land. It we look out care- 
fully, a very diſagreeable ſcene cannot but open its 
ſelf to our impartial view; and when we think how 
matters ſtand, our hearts cannot but tremble for 

the ark of God; however, if we conſider, that 
_ Chriſt (an all-wiſe and almighty King) has the go- 


vernment 


Ne, bor bulk bopethit be will - 


FROS. _- We qught to think & dur ways, to 
MN U. ger, Roch whence we have fallen, and repent, 


+ at 8 5  candleſtick@our of its place, At the fime time that 


We nf. thank ful to Chriſt, becauſe he, the Lord 


© oft God, has afforded us any (nal menſure of fa- 


i 12 ür, given us a nail in his holy place, and vouch- 
8 "Bb us deliverance, puniſhing us leſs than bur ini- 
5 de deſetve, we ſhould offer up our prayers 


„ be pleaſed to revive his work in the midſt of our 


days, and that he would ſeud his Spirit down upon 
us, ag a refreſhing dew : Then, however barren 
mad Unfruitful we now are, our wilderneſs and foli- 
tdary places will be glad, our deſert will rejoice and 


bloſſom as the roſe; we ſhall revive as the corn, we 


mall grow as the lily, we ſhall be fruitful as the 

vine; our beauty will de as the olive- tree, and we 
al for ont deep roots, and our towering height, 
55 the cedars. As we are under the view, and 


n the hands of a gracious King, we ſnould compaſs 


his altar, and beſiege his throne with our earneſt 


e eeęntreaties, that he would ſcatter the clouds of er 


pe ror, which ſo much overſpread us, and that 5 
would ſtop the furious march of profaneneſs; and 
on the contrary, that he would, of his inGnire! mer. 


cy, be pleated to make the light of truth break 
forth with a genuine brightneſs, and cauſe righte- 
dulſneſs to rundown our ſtreets as a river, and holi- 


neſs to glide as a peaceful ſtream: Were he pleaſed 


0 do this, glory might juſtly be ſaid to dwell in our 
And, and we ſnbuld not need to queſtion, but chat 


upon all this glory there would be a ſure defence. 


. 


1 


8 our 700 gory for ever and erer. Amen. 


1 R wilt never fer his own iöte- 


aud chen we may hope he will not remqve our N 


with 
cries, to our exalted Redeemer, that he bould d 


. Now tothe King eternal, immortal, inviſible, the 
only wiſe. God, our Saviour Jeſus Chrilt, be hoy 
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